
ORDINANCE 
of the 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Schiff 
 

 Amending Title 20, Chapter 520 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 
relating to Zoning Code: Introductory Provisions. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That Section 520.160 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 
 
520.160.  Definitions.  Unless otherwise expressly stated, or unless the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning, the words and phrases in the following list of definitions 
shall, for the purposes of this zoning ordinance, have the meanings indicated. Additional 
definitions may be found within specific chapters of this zoning ordinance. All words and 
phrases not defined shall have their common meaning. 
 
 Alternative financial establishment.  A person, firm, association, corporation or 
partnership engaged in the business or service of check-cashing or making loans to be 
repaid in one (1) lump sum or in installments over a set period of time, either 
collateralized or not, for which there is a fee or service charge, or interest received, 
including but not limited to loans collateralized by personal check, payroll check, wage 
assignment or personal property title, or collateralized with the promise to relinquish 
possession of any personal property upon default. Alternative financial establishment 
includes but is not limited to consumer small loan lenders, currency exchanges, 
industrial loan and thrifts, and regulated loan companies, as defined and licensed by the 
Minnesota Department of Commerce. Alternative financial establishment does not 
include federal or state chartered banks, credit unions, or savings banks, nor does it 
include a person, firm, association, corporation or partnership that provides the service 
of cashing checks, drafts, money orders, or travelers’ checks for a fee, incidental to the 
person's primary business and the charge for cashing a check or draft does not exceed 
one dollar ($1.00) or one (1) percent of the value of the check or draft, whichever is 
greater.  An alternative financial establishment shall not include any use which could be 
defined as a pawnshop. 
 

Bank or financial institution. A bank, trust company, bank and trust company, or 
savings bank organized under the laws of the State of Minnesota, or any national 
banking association or affiliate exercising trust powers in Minnesota.  A bank or financial 
institution shall not include any use which could be defined as an alternative financial 
establishment.   

 
Currency exchange. An establishment, except a bank, trust company, savings 

bank, savings and loan association, credit union or industrial loan and thrift company, 



engaged in the business of cashing checks, drafts, money orders or traveler's checks or 
exchanging currency for a fee, as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 53A.01. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

By Schiff 
 

 Amending Title 20, Chapter 536 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 
relating to Zoning Code: Specific Development Standards. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That Section 536.20 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 
 
536.20.  Specific development standards.  The uses listed below are subject to the 
following specific development standards, in addition to all other applicable regulations: 

Alternative financial establishment.  

(1) The use shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from all existing 
alternative financial establishments, pawnshops and missions.  

(2) Back-lighted signs, back-lighted awnings, portable signs, temporary signs and 
freestanding signs shall be prohibited. 

(3) The window and door area of any existing first floor façade that faces a public 
street or sidewalk shall not be reduced, nor shall changes be made to such 
windows or doors that block views into the building at eye level.  

(4) For new construction, at least thirty (30) percent of the first floor façade that 
faces a public street or sidewalk shall be windows or doors of clear or lightly 
tinted glass that allow views into and out of the building at eye level.  

(5) The use of bars, chains or similar security devices that are visible from a 
public street or sidewalk shall be prohibited. 

(6) The premises, all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and 
alleys within one hundred (100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes 
of removing any litter found thereon.  

 

Currency exchange.  

(1) The use shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from all existing 
currency exchanges, pawnshops and missions.  

(2) Back-lighted signs, back-lighted awnings, portable signs, temporary signs and 
freestanding signs shall be prohibited. 



(3) The window and door area of any existing first floor façade that faces a public 
street or sidewalk shall not be reduced, nor shall changes be made to such 
windows or doors that block views into the building at eye level.  

(4) For new construction, at least thirty (30) percent of the first floor façade that 
faces a public street or sidewalk shall be windows or doors of clear or lightly 
tinted glass that allow views into and out of the building at eye level.  

(5) The use of bars, chains or similar security devices that are visible from a 
public street or sidewalk shall be prohibited. 

(6) The premises, all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and 
alleys within one hundred (100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes 
of removing any litter found thereon 

 

Mission.  

(1) The use shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from all existing 
missions, currency exchanges alternative financial establishments and 
pawnshops.  

(2) The use shall conspicuously post legible signs at the public entrance(s) 
advising patrons of the hours of operation of the facility and its meal service, if 
applicable.  

(3) A waiting area for clients shall be provided which shall be available to clients 
one (1) hour prior to the posted opening of the use and shall include toilet 
facilities.  

(4) Trash receptacles shall be located at the public entrance(s), and the premises, 
all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and alleys within 
one hundred (100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes of removing 
any litter found thereon.  

(5) An appointment or set hours for the acceptance of donated merchandise shall 
be required. 

(6) All receipt, sorting and processing of goods shall occur within a completely 
enclosed building. 

 

Pawnshop.  

(1) The use shall be located at least one thousand (1,000) feet from all existing 
pawnshops, currency exchanges alternative financial establishments and 
missions.  

(2) Back-lighted signs, back-lighted awnings, portable signs, temporary signs and 
freestanding signs shall be prohibited. 



(3) The window and door area of any existing first floor façade that faces a public 
street or sidewalk shall not be reduced, nor shall changes be made to such 
windows or doors that block views into the building at eye level.  

(4) For new construction, at least thirty (30) percent of the first floor façade that 
faces a public street or sidewalk shall be windows or doors of clear or lightly 
tinted glass that allow views into the building at eye level.  

(5) The use of bars, chains or similar security devices that are visible from a 
public street or sidewalk shall be prohibited. 

(6) The premises, all adjacent streets, sidewalks and alleys, and all sidewalks and 
alleys within one hundred (100) feet shall be inspected regularly for purposes 
of removing any litter found thereon.  

(7) All receipt, sorting and processing of goods shall occur within a completely 
enclosed building. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

By Schiff 
 

 Amending Title 20, Chapter 541 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 
relating to Zoning Code: Off-Street Parking and Loading. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1. That the following portion(s) of Table 541-1 of the above-entitled 
ordinance be amended to read as follows:  
 

Table 541-1 Specific Off-Street Parking Requirements 
 

Use  Minimum Parking  
Requirement  

Maximum Parking  
Allowed  

Notes  
(see 541.170) 

COMMERCIAL USES 

Retail Sales and Services 

Alternative financial 
establishment 

1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA in 
excess of 4,000 sq. ft. 

1 space per 200 
sq. ft. of GFA 

1 

Currency exchange 1 space per 500 sq. ft. of GFA in 
excess of 4,000 sq. ft. 

1 space per 200 
sq. ft. of GFA 

1 

 
Section 2. That the following portion(s) of Table 541-3 of the above-entitled ordinance 
be amended to read as follows: 
 

Table 541-3 Bicycle Parking Requirements 
 

Use  Minimum Bicycle Parking 
Requirement  

Notes  
(see 541.180)  

Minimum bicycle parking requirement, in general. Non-residential uses having one 
thousand (1,000) square feet or less shall be exempt from minimum bicycle parking 
requirements. Unlisted uses do not have a minimum bicycle parking requirement.  

COMMERCIAL USES 

Alternative financial 
establishment 

3 spaces 1 

Currency exchange 3 spaces 1 



 
 
 
 
 

By Schiff 
 

 Amending Title 20, Chapter 548 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 
relating to Zoning Code: Commercial Districts. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  The following portion(s) of Table 548-1 of the above-entitled 
ordinance be amended to read as follows:  

Table 548-1 Principal Uses in the Commercial Districts  
 

Use C1 C2 C3A C3S C4 Specific 
Development 
Standards 

COMMERCIAL USES  

Retail Sales and Services  

Alternative financial establishment  P  P P  

Currency Exchange  P  P P  

 



 
 
 
 
 

By Schiff 
 

 Amending Title 20, Chapter 549 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 
relating to Zoning Code: Downtown Districts. 
 
 The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1. That following portion(s) of Table 549-1 of the above-entitled 
ordinance be amended to read as follows:  

Table 549-1 Principal Uses in the Downtown Districts  
 
 

Use B4 B4S B4C B4N Specific 
Development 
Standards 

COMMERCIAL USES  

Retail Sales and Services  

Alternative financial establishment  P P P  

Currency Exchange  P P P  

 


